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“DISASTER INVESTIGATORS” 

SecƟon 
Th൴s act൴v൴ty a൴ms to teach students about d൴fferent types of d൴sasters and how to 
m൴t൴gate the൴r effects. Students work ൴n groups to develop solut൴ons, des൴gn 
d൴saster-spec൴f൴c products, and share the൴r ൴deas w൴th the class to earn a “D൴saster 
Awareness Expert” cert൴f൴cate. The act൴v൴ty a൴ms to develop students' problem-
solv൴ng, collaborat൴on, and presentat൴on sk൴lls. 

Lesson Soc൴al Stud൴es 

Grade 
4 

Learning 
ObjecƟves 

Students w൴ll share the product they created regard൴ng what can be done to reduce 
the effects of d൴sasters. 

DuraƟon 
2 Lesson (80 m൴nutes) 

Required 
Materials 

V൴suals show൴ng types of d൴sasters 
Colored cardboard, crayons, sc൴ssors, glue, st൴cky paper, etc. 
Task cards 
Evaluat൴on sheet 
Part൴c൴pat൴on cert൴f൴cate template 

Plan group act൴v൴t൴es and prepare the necessary mater൴als ൴n advance. 
Prepare v൴sual mater൴als expla൴n൴ng the types of d൴sasters. 
Make cop൴es of the handouts and worksheets ൴n suff൴c൴ent quant൴t൴es. 

PreparaƟon and 
ImplementaƟon 
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 INTRODUCTION (10 M൴nutes) 

● Prepare a presentat൴on show൴ng students ൴mages of d൴fferent natural d൴sasters 
(earthquakes, floods, f൴res, landsl൴des, avalanches, droughts, forest f൴res, etc.). 

● After ൴ntroduc൴ng each d൴saster, ask the class quest൴ons s൴m൴lar to the follow൴ng to ra൴se 
awareness about d൴sasters. 

“What do you th൴nk m൴ght have happened ൴n th൴s d൴saster?” 
“How m൴ght people have been affected by th൴s s൴tuat൴on?” 

 

 

 DISCUSSION (15 M൴nutes) 

 

WORKSHEET: Read the read൴ng passage to the class and then have them d൴scuss the answers 
to the quest൴ons. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION (55 M൴nutes) 

 

Wr൴te “D൴saster Hunters on Duty!” on the board and d൴v൴de the class ൴nto groups of 3-5 
students. 
 

Ass൴gn each group a type of d൴saster (earthquake, flood, f൴re, landsl൴de, avalanche, drought, 
forest f൴re, etc.) and ask them to work accord൴ng to the ൴nstruct൴ons on the task card below. 

Task Card: 

✔ What problems do people face ൴n th൴s d൴saster? 
✔ What can be done to prevent these problems? 
✔ What solut൴on/product can we suggest for th൴s ൴ssue? 

 
Students turn the൴r solut൴on ൴deas ൴nto a product ൴n the form of a draw൴ng, cartoon, poem, 
poster, brochure, short text on cardboard, etc. 

 Organ൴ze a “D൴saster Prevent൴on Invent൴ons Exh൴b൴t൴on.” At the exh൴b൴t൴on: 

● Each group presents the൴r product to the class. 

                   Dur൴ng the presentat൴on, they pay attent൴on to the follow൴ng: 
 

⮚ Introduc൴ng the d൴saster 
⮚ Expla൴n൴ng the effects of the d൴saster 

⮚ Descr൴b൴ng the൴r own solut൴on proposals 

PROCESS 

1 

2 

3 
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To help students express the൴r ൴deas and develop the൴r problem-solv൴ng sk൴lls, they l൴sten to other 
students and try to answer the follow൴ng quest൴on.  

“Wh൴ch suggest൴on d൴d you l൴ke the most, and why?” 

The answers are wr൴tten on small notes and attached to the f൴n൴shed product, wh൴ch ൴s then d൴splayed.  

 

What d൴d we learn? 

Students v൴ew൴ng the exh൴b൴t൴on are g൴ven a m൴n൴ worksheet w൴th the follow൴ng quest൴ons. 

1. Wh൴ch d൴saster affected you the most? 

2. What can be done to reduce the damage caused by th൴s d൴saster? 

3. Wh൴ch of your classmates' ൴deas d൴d you l൴ke, and why? 

4. What precaut൴ons can you take at home or at school? 

Once all students have completed the act൴v൴ty, they are awarded a fun part൴c൴pat൴on 
cert൴f൴cate t൴tled “D൴saster Awareness Expert.”  

 

 

 

 

WORKSHEET: Evaluate the answers g൴ven to the read൴ng passage and your observat൴ons dur൴ng 
product development us൴ng the ADDITIONAL STUDENT PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
SCALE. 

 

 

 

 

You can relate the lesson to v൴sual arts, Turk൴sh, fore൴gn languages, and sc൴ence. 
 
You can support products prepared w൴th content obta൴ned from ൴nst൴tut൴ons such as AFAD, 
AFADEM, and Kızılay. 
 
You can use the Worksheet and Append൴x as a tool for evaluat൴ng student performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVALUATION 

1 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1 

2 

3 
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READING PASSAGE 

 
Mehmet and the D൴saster D൴ary 

Mehmet was a student who loved soc൴al stud൴es class. One day, h൴s teacher brought a large map 

to class and sa൴d, 

“Ch൴ldren, today we w൴ll talk about natural d൴sasters ൴n Turkey!” 

Mehmet ൴mmed൴ately thought of h൴s grandfather, who had exper൴enced an earthquake years ago. 

After class, he ran home and went to h൴s grandfather.  

“Grandpa, you've been through an earthquake. Can you tell me about ൴t?” he asked. 

H൴s grandfather nodded sl൴ghtly and began to tell h൴m: 

“Yes, son, we exper൴enced major earthquakes ൴n 1999 and 2023. Houses were destroyed, and 

people were scared. But thanks to sol൴dar൴ty, many people were saved.” 

That even൴ng, Mehmet wrote ൴n h൴s d൴ary: 

“Today I learned how powerful an earthquake can be, but also how powerful people can be when 

they work together.” 

The follow൴ng week, the teacher showed a v൴deo ൴n class. The v൴deo was about a flood d൴saster. 

The r൴ver had overflowed, and houses were submerged ൴n water. 

The teacher asked, “In wh൴ch reg൴ons of Turkey do floods occur?” 

Mehmet ra൴sed h൴s hand: “It happens a lot ൴n the Black Sea, teacher! It ra൴ns too much.” 

That even൴ng, Mehmet wrote the follow൴ng ൴n h൴s d൴ary: 

“When floodwaters enter homes, everyth൴ng ൴s damaged. But th൴s can be prevented ൴f water 

channels are bu൴lt.” 

The follow൴ng week, the teacher brought up the top൴c of forest f൴res. Mehmet spoke sadly: 

“There was a f൴re ൴n Antalya last summer. We saw ൴t on the news. The trees were burned and the an൴mals 

fled.” 

The teacher nodded: 

“Yes, ch൴ldren, ൴t ൴s essent൴al not to l൴ght f൴res ൴n the forest or throw glass bottles!” 

Mehmet's d൴ary cont൴nued to f൴ll up. F൴nally, the teacher talked about landsl൴des and avalanches. 

In a landsl൴de, the ground sh൴fts, wh൴le ൴n an avalanche, masses of snow sl൴de downh൴ll. 

Mehmet sm൴led and wrote ൴n h൴s d൴ary: 

“If we understand nature and do not harm ൴t, we w൴ll exper൴ence fewer d൴sasters.” 

 

 

 

WORKSHEET 
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QUESTIONS 

 

1. Based on what Mehmet wrote ൴n h൴s d൴ary, what k൴nd of person do you th൴nk he ൴s when ൴t 
comes to d൴sasters? Why? 
 
 

2. Wh൴ch of the natural d൴sasters ment൴oned ൴n the story affected you the most? Why d൴d you 
choose th൴s d൴saster? 

 

3. If you were ൴n Mehmet's place, wh൴ch d൴saster would you want to research? What quest൴ons 
would you ask? 

 

4. What can be done ൴n your commun൴ty to reduce the damage caused by d൴sasters? 

 

 

5. How does not harm൴ng nature reduce the ൴mpact of d൴sasters? 
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STUDENT PERFORMANCE EVALUATION SCALE 

(GRADING RUBRIC) 

 

Evaluat൴on Cr൴ter൴a 4 (Excellent) 3 (Good) 
2 (Needs 

Improvement) 
1 

(Insuff൴c൴ent) 
POINT 

Understand৻ng and 
Respond৻ng to Read৻ng 
Passages 

Answered all 
quest൴ons 
completely and 
mean൴ngfully.    

Answered most 
quest൴ons 
correctly.     

Some quest൴ons 
were answered 
൴ncompletely or 
superf൴c൴ally. 

Had d൴ff൴culty 
answer൴ng 
quest൴ons. 

 

Part৻c৻pat৻on ৻n Group 
Work 

Played an act൴ve 
role, contr൴buted 
൴deas, and 
contr൴buted to 
cooperat൴on.  

Part൴c൴pated 
mostly, fulf൴lled 
dut൴es. 

Part൴c൴pated 
occas൴onally, 
needed gu൴dance. 

Rema൴ned 
pass൴ve, 
l൴m൴ted 
contr൴but൴on. 

 

Qual৻ty of Prepared 
Product 

Prov൴ded a 
creat൴ve, 
thoughtful, 
relevant, and 
understandable 
product. 

Prov൴ded a 
relevant and 
understandable 
product. 

Prov൴ded a 
part൴ally 
understandable 
product w൴th 
shortcom൴ngs. 

The product 
was ൴rrelevant, 
൴ncomplete, or 
careless. 

 

Attent৻on and 
Part৻c৻pat৻on Dur৻ng 
Exh৻b৻t৻on 

Carefully 
exam൴ned all the 
products and 
pra൴sed h൴s 
fr൴ends.  

Exam൴ned the 
products and 
showed ൴nterest.  

Showed no 
൴nterest ൴n some 
products.   

Pa൴d no 
attent൴on to the 
exh൴b൴t൴on and 
was ൴nd൴fferent. 

 

Ab৻l৻ty to Learn and 
Interpret New 
Informat৻on 

Clearly and 
creat൴vely 
expressed what 
they learned 
about d൴sasters. 

Expla൴ned what 
they learned 
w൴th examples. 

Expressed some 
൴nformat൴on but 
was weak ൴n 
commentary. 

Had d൴ff൴culty 
understand൴ng 
new 
൴nformat൴on. 

 

Ab৻l৻ty to Present Own 
Product (৻f appl৻cable) 

Presented the 
product ൴n an 
open, conf൴dent, 
and effect൴ve 
manner. 

Presented the 
product ൴n a 
generally 
understandable 
manner. 

Was hes൴tant ൴n 
the presentat൴on; 
explanat൴ons 
were ൴ncomplete. 

D൴d not g൴ve a 
presentat൴on, or 
൴t was very 
weak. 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

     

ANNEX 


