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SecƟon 

Learning 
ObjecƟves 

DuraƟon 

Required 
Materials 

WE ARE BUILDING A NEW LIFE 

We can defĜne the concept of “dĜsaster” Ĝn Ĝts most general sense as events 
that have negatĜve eƯects on the socĜetĜes Ĝn whĜch they occur. As a socĜety 
or as a state, we may have certaĜn means of preventĜng or delayĜng man-
made dĜsasters. However, the unpredĜctabĜlĜty of the tĜmĜng of natural 
dĜsasters, especĜally earthquakes, Ĝs the bĜggest problem. ScĜentĜfĜc studĜes 
have not yet found an eƯectĜve solutĜon to thĜs problem. Therefore, we must 
serĜously Ĝmplement solutĜons based on scĜentĜfĜc prĜncĜples to mĜnĜmĜze 
the damage caused by such dĜsasters or even protect ourselves from them.  

SocĜetĜes wĜth a hĜgh level of dĜsaster awareness are characterĜsed by beĜng 
prepared for dĜsasters Ĝn advance, takĜng necessary precautĜons, and 
encouragĜng the communĜty to do the same. In developed countrĜes, 
dĜsaster management models consĜder the “rĜsk reductĜon” and 
“preparedness” steps that precede a dĜsaster to be the most Ĝmportant Ĝn 
the “dĜsaster cycle”. 

Lesson 

Grade 

SocĜal StudĜes 

5 

Students observe the eƯects of natural resources, clĜmate, human actĜvĜtĜes, 
and geography on the development and sustaĜnabĜlĜty of socĜetĜes. 

1 class (40 MĜnutes) 

  Coloured paper 
  Double dice (or number cards) 
  Geographical feature cards (pre-made) 
  Role cards (roles: farmer, mayor, engineer, healthcare worker, etc.) 
  Large map (for placement). Can also be provided digitally 
  Model cardboard or LEGO/mini objects (optional) 

 

PreparaƟon and 
ImplementaƟon • The teacher should form groups one week before the activity and 

inform students of the necessary materials they may need. 
• Cards, maps, coloured paper, and other materials to be used 

should be prepared. 
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 INTRODUCTION (5 MĜnutes) 

Write the following three words on the board. 

 Natural Resources 
 ClĜmate 
 Human ActĜvĜtĜes 

Ask students, “If you were to establĜsh a communĜty based on the statements on the board, 
where would you establĜsh Ĝt?” As they answer, ask them to explaĜn theĜr reasons usĜng 
ĜnformatĜon from the statements above. 

  

DISCUSSION (5 MĜnutes) 

The followĜng questĜons are dĜscussed Ĝn class:  

 What do people consĜder when choosĜng where to lĜve? 
 WhĜch areas are dĜƯĜcult to lĜve Ĝn? Why? 
 WhĜch cĜty do you thĜnk Ĝs best prepared for dĜsasters? 

The teacher encourages students to thĜnk about the Ĝmpact of geography on socĜal lĜfe Ĝn 
powerful and creatĜve ways. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION (30 MĜnutes) 

A. Group FormatĜon and Role DĜstrĜbutĜon (5 mĜn) 

DĜvĜde the students Ĝnto groups of 4-5. DĜstrĜbute a role card to each group contaĜnĜng the 
followĜng professĜons and ask each student to choose a professĜon and thĜnk about Ĝts 
characterĜstĜcs: 

 Mayor 
 GeologĜst 
 Farmer 
 Health Worker 
 ArchĜtect/Urban Planner 

 

B. SelectĜng an Area on the Map (10 mĜn) 

DĜsplay a large physĜcal or dĜgĜtal map (a physĜcal map of Turkey or an ĜmagĜnary Ĝsland). Groups 
roll dĜce or draw numbers to select one of the regĜons wĜth dĜƯerent characterĜstĜcs: 

 MountaĜnous area 
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 RĜverbank 

 Forest ĜnterĜor 

 ArĜd plaĜn 

 Coastal regĜon 

EmphasĜze that the areas they choose may Ĝnclude geographĜcal challenges and advantages. 

After determĜnĜng the settlement area, the group should: 

 What types of natural resources are avaĜlable there? 

 What Ĝs the clĜmate lĜke? 

 What professĜons thrĜve there? 

 What natural dĜsaster rĜsks exĜst? 

 What would you do Ĝf you were Ĝn that sĜtuatĜon? 

Ask the group to dĜscuss and wrĜte down theĜr answers to these questĜons. 

 

C. MĜcro-Drama (15 mĜn) 

Each group gĜves a 1-mĜnute presentatĜon tĜtled “IntroducĜng Our CĜty.” 

The presentatĜon should Ĝnclude the followĜng: 

 Where they lĜve 
 What resources they use 
 How they prepare for dĜsasters 
 Students can use dramatĜc reenactments, small skĜts, or models. 
 After the presentatĜons, ask the followĜng questĜon to evaluate the presentatĜons. 

WhĜch cĜty do you thĜnk Ĝs the most prepared for dĜsasters? 
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Students': 

 PartĜcĜpatĜon Ĝn the decĜsĜon-makĜng process 

 ApproprĜateness of theĜr chosen fĜelds Ĝn relatĜon to resources/dĜsasters 

 Intra-group cooperatĜon 

 Level of creatĜvĜty 

Observe and evaluate ĜndĜvĜduals and/or groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students may be asked to desĜgn a brochure ĜntroducĜng theĜr cĜty for the next class. 
 
 

  At the end of the actĜvĜty, a vote for the "most sustaĜnable cĜty" can be held, Ĝf thĜs Ĝs what 
Ĝs wanted. 
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