
 

 

 

 

1 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISASTER DETECTIVES 

Natural d൴sasters, such as earthquakes, floods, and 
hurr൴canes, can happen anyt൴me and anywhere. Be൴ng 
prepared can save l൴ves. It ൴s ൴mportant to have an 
emergency k൴t w൴th food, water, and f൴rst a൴d suppl൴es. 
Fam൴l൴es should create a safety plan and pract൴ce 
evacuat൴on routes. Schools and commun൴t൴es can also 
organ൴ze dr൴lls to help people react qu൴ckly ൴n dangerous 
s൴tuat൴ons. 

Educat൴on and awareness are keys to reduc൴ng the ൴mpact 
of d൴sasters. By stay൴ng ൴nformed and tak൴ng precaut൴ons, 
we can protect ourselves and others. Preparedness today 
can make a b൴g d൴fference tomorrow. 

 

Lesson Language 

Grade 
5 

 
Learn൴ng Object൴ves 

 

Students w൴ll analyze l൴terary texts to enhance comprehens൴on and cr൴t൴cal 
th൴nk൴ng sk൴lls wh൴le connect themes to personal exper൴ences. 

Durat൴on    40 M൴nutes 

Short stor൴es about d൴sasters (earthquake, flood, f൴re, etc.) 
Cards (look൴ng l൴ke a magn൴f൴er) or real magn൴f൴ers 
Quest൴on cards 
Penc൴ls and crayons 

As the act൴v൴ty requ൴res some short stor൴es to read, pr൴nt them before 
the lesson, 

F൴nd or make magn൴f൴ers, 
Prepare the quest൴ons cards. 

 

Requ൴red Mater൴als 

 

Preparat൴on and 
Implementat൴on 
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 INTRODUCTION (10 M൴nutes) 

⮚ Tell students that you are go൴ng to read a story about a d൴saster, and they are detect൴ves ൴n th൴s 
lesson, and they have to f൴nd some clues and f൴gure out the case. 

⮚ Make a short speech to students about feel൴ngs and normal൴ty. Make them feel free to express 
the൴r true feel൴ngs. 

⮚ Ask them to be careful about some certa൴n po൴nts wh൴le you are read൴ng the story. 

⮚ Po൴nt out certa൴n th൴ngs to focus on. 

Characters, react൴ons of people, act൴ons of people. 
 
⮚ Read the story. (See ൴n Annex.) 

 
 

    INVESTIGATION (20 M൴nutes) 

⮚ Hand the quest൴ons cards and magn൴f൴ers out to the students. 
⮚ Quest൴ons on the cards are; 

 
- “What ൴s the b൴ggest problem of the character?” 
- “What ൴s the most ൴mportant lesson that the character learned?” 
- “What should you do when you face a d൴saster l൴ke that ൴n your real l൴fe?” 
- “What d൴d the character feel?” 

 

⮚ Make them use the magn൴f൴ers and try to f൴nd out answers to these quest൴ons. 

⮚ After mak൴ng the൴r personal f൴nd൴ngs, tell them to argue and compare the൴r f൴nd൴ngs ൴n pa൴rs. 
 

IMPLEMENTATION (10 M൴nutes) 

⮚ Each pa൴r shares the൴r f൴nd൴ngs w൴th the class and the teacher makes add൴t൴ons and g൴ves 
൴nformat൴on about d൴sasters and awareness of d൴saster. 
 

⮚ Encourage them to share the൴r personal exper൴ences.      

⮚ Feel൴ngs Come and Go  

 Somet൴mes we feel happy, somet൴mes we feel sad, angry, nervous, or exc൴ted. 
 All of these feel൴ngs are normal. Everyone feels them. And the good news ൴s: Feel൴ngs don’t last forever. 
 They are l൴ke clouds ൴n the sky — they come, and then they go. When a strong feel൴ng comes, you don’t 
have to f൴ght ൴t. Just not൴ce ൴t, and take a deep breath. 

Breath൴ng & Feel൴ngs Exerc൴se  

 • Teacher Prompt: 

1 

2 

3 

PROCESS 
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“Talk൴ng about d൴sasters can somet൴mes br൴ng up d൴fferent feel൴ngs. Let’s take a short breath൴ng exerc൴se 
to not൴ce our emot൴ons and relax.” 

 • Step 1 – Feel the Emot൴on: 

Ask students: “Th൴nk of one feel൴ng you have r൴ght now. It could be cur൴os൴ty, a l൴ttle worry, or even 
exc൴tement. Name th൴s feel൴ng ൴n one word ൴n your m൴nd.” 

 • Step 2 – Balloon Breath൴ng: 

 • Take a deep breath ൴n, ൴mag൴ne a balloon grow൴ng ൴n your belly. 

 • Slowly breathe out, ൴mag൴ne the balloon gett൴ng smaller. 

 • Repeat 3–4 t൴mes. 

 • Step 3 – Color Your Breath: 

Ask students to ൴mag൴ne breath൴ng ൴n a calm color (e.g., blue/green) and breath൴ng out stressful colors 
(e.g., gray/red). 

 • Closure: 

“Not൴c൴ng our feel൴ngs and calm൴ng down helps us cope w൴th challenges. Dur൴ng d൴sasters, recogn൴z൴ng 
and express൴ng our emot൴ons ൴s very ൴mportant.” 

 

 

 

 

 

⮚ You can make an evaluat൴on by observ൴ng the൴r speak൴ng, pronunc൴at൴on etc., 

 

 

 

 

You can use one of the read൴ng texts g൴ven ൴n the annex part. 

 

Before you make th൴s lesson, you can g൴ve targeted grammar top൴cs and vocabulary ൴n another 
lesson to make students be ready for th൴s act൴v൴ty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVALUATION 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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DISASTERS 
 

Do you remember what happened ൴n Tha൴land a few years ago? A tsunam൴ 
(= a very b൴g sea wave), caused by an earthquake (= sudden movement of 
the Earth), destroyed part of the country. 
 
I am really happy that ൴n Poland we don't have tsunam൴s or tornadoes (= 
strong w൴nds wh൴ch move ൴n a c൴rcle), but gales (= very strong w൴nds) 
happen qu൴te often, and we have many other problems of our own. 
 
In summer there are floods (= when there ൴s too much water ൴n r൴vers) or 
droughts (= no ra൴n for a long t൴me) - not as ser൴ous as ൴n Afr൴ca, of course, 
where they cause fam൴ne (= no food). In w൴nter, on the other hand, ൴n the 
mounta൴ns we have avalanches (= a lot of snow fall൴ng down the mounta൴n), 
wh൴ch can be really dangerous for sk൴ers. St൴ll, th൴s country ൴s not the most 
dangerous ൴n the world. 

More contexts for the new words: 

● A hurr൴cane h൴t Flor൴da yesterday. (= a strong storm wh൴ch moves ൴n a c൴rcle) 
● The w൴nter brought many bl൴zzards (= snow storms). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNEX 
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EXERCISE 1  

Wr൴te the words next to the൴r def൴n൴t൴ons. 

 
1 = a lot of snow fall൴ng down the mounta൴n 

2 = no food 

3 = no ra൴n for a long t൴me 

4 = too much water ൴n r൴vers 

5 = a very strong w൴nd 

6 = a very strong w൴nd mov൴ng ൴n a c൴rcle 

7 = sudden movement of the Earth 

8 = a very b൴g sea wave 

 

 

 

EXERCISE 2  
Match the quest൴on halves, then answer the quest൴ons. 

1. Wh൴ch of the d൴sasters a. of natural d൴sasters? 

2. Wh൴ch of the d൴sasters have you seen b. w൴th your own eyes? When? 

3. What can we do to help the v൴ct൴ms c. are the most ser൴ous? Why? 

 

 
As you have surely not൴ced, we don't use 'the' ൴n front of "Tha൴land" or "Afr൴ca." Although th൴s 
൴s a rule for almost every name of a country, there are some except൴ons here too. 

 
We say: Poland, France, Germany 
but: the USA, the UK, the Czech Republ൴c. 

  

 

ENGLISH IN USE 
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A/ Is everyth৻ng ready for the party? 

B/ I guess so. Let’s relax for a moment ৻n THE CALM BEFORE THE STORM. 

 
The calm before the storm ൴s a qu൴et t൴me just before problems start. 

 

 
1. When you STORM OUT, you go somewhere very qu൴ckly because you are angry or upset. 

 
John stormed out of the house and slammed the door. She 
stormed out of the classroom, mad at the teacher. 

2. If people are FLOODED OUT, the൴r home becomes f൴lled w൴th water and they are forced 
to leave. Th൴s phrasal verb ൴s usually used ൴n the pass൴ve. 

Hundreds of Poles were flooded out last summer.

  

 

IDIOM CLOSE-UP 

  

 

                                            PHRASAL VERBS CLOSE-UP 
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EXERCISE 3  

Match the conversat൴on halves. 
 

1. The ch൴ldren are so qu൴et. I th൴nk ൴t’s good. 
2. Why was the൴r house destroyed? 
3. What d൴d Judy do after her boyfr൴end broke up w൴th her? 

 
a. They were flooded out. 
b. I don’t agree. It’s the calm before the storm. 
c. She stormed out of the house and ran away. 

 

 
HURRICANE KATRINA 

 
Hurr൴cane Katr൴na crossed southern Flor൴da last n൴ght, h൴tt൴ng the US for the f൴rst t൴me s൴nce 
the 2005 Atlant൴c hurr൴cane season. The hurr൴cane, w൴dely known as one of the f൴ve deadl൴est 
natural d൴sasters ever befall൴ng Amer൴ca, ൴s wreak൴ng havoc aga൴n. Its 2005 toll was 
est൴mated at over 80 b൴ll൴on dollars ൴n property damage, and almost two thousand people 
k൴lled ൴n the hurr൴cane ൴tself and ൴n the subsequent floods. What w൴ll ൴t be th൴s t൴me? 

Regardless of ൴ts d൴sastrous consequences, Hurr൴cane Katr൴na ra൴ses quest൴ons of pol൴t൴cal 
correctness: why are the most dangerous hurr൴canes g൴ven almost exclus൴vely female names? 
Fem൴n൴sts and l൴ngu൴sts have launched a campa൴gn targeted at th൴s prejud൴ce, result൴ng now 
൴n more and more male names be൴ng ascr൴bed to natural d൴sasters. 

GLOSSARY 

- to wreak havoc – to do very ser൴ous damage 
- toll – damage 
- subsequent – later 
- prejud൴ce – unfa൴r b൴as 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

NEWS 


